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MR REEVES: 1'd like to thank everybody for

here today. |If you take a seat so we can get started. Again,
if you haven't signed in, please do so so we can keep a record
for the court reporter of everybody that was here. W'd
appreciate it.

We're just going to have a short presentation, and then
we're going to listen to questions and comments. So that the
court reporter can take everything down, would you pl ease state
your name at |least the first time you speak, just to nmake --

i nstead of just saying "Alady," or "Anan," if we could have
your name, that would be very hel pful

I"'mButch Reeves. |'mthe chief |egal counsel for
Governor Huckabee's office. W have Tim Hunphreys fromthe
Secretary of State's office. He's the chief counsel for Sharon
Priest. Larry Crane, an attorney in the Attorney General's
of fice representing Mark Pryor. Ron Maxwell fromthe Secretary
of State's office, and G egg Kirkpatrick fromthe Governor's

office. W are the people -- the staffers who will be doing

redistricting for the board -- the leg work, actually.
We have a web site. Right up here on the board,
www. state. ar.us/arkdistrict. You can get a link fromthe

Arkansas Legi sl ature page, from Governor Huckabee's page, or
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Sharon Priest's page or Mark Pryor's page, but that's our

web page. It has all of our names, addresses and web sites

you can e-mail us stuff on. There are also links on that page

to the Census Bureau. There are sone prelimnary 1999 city

nunbers on there -- estimates. There's sonme other things on

census web page. This also has the tine |ine of when we wll

doing this, when we get the nunbers, when the plans will be
devel oped, when the neetings are next -- well, that there wll
be meetings next summer. W hope to have this done by October
so that people can decide that Novenber for the next year about
running for office.

W' ve been told by the Census Bureau -- or, actually,
prom sed, we'll get the census nunmbers by the end of March. It
will take a few days to load it, then we'll start drawing the
plans. So we hope by next sumrer we'll be back out doi ng out
anot her one of these with a proposed plan for you to look it.

It will be on our web site before we cone next sumer so you

pul | down the plan and | ook at it, have your questions and
comments already. The board probably won't vote on it unti
Sept enber of 2001, so there will be plenty of tine for you to

have coments. And instead of us dragging the maps up here
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i ked happened in '90, they will be on the web site so you can

see it before we get here, so you'll know what your comments

guesti ons are.

This is actually the software we'll be using. It's
Aut obound. It's based on Artview and Tiger. W have about 13
licenses, | think we bought, for the Secretary of State's

office, the Governor's office, the AGs office, and the

4
Redi stricting office itself. Ron Sheffield is the coordi nator
for the redistricting staff |ocated in the AGON buil ding across
fromthe state Capitol. So those conputers are over there. W
woul d prefer that you send e-nmails or conments on the web page
or tous individually. It would nake it very helpful if you
could do that. There is going to be some |og-on capability for

you to |l ook at things, perhaps print things off of it, maps for

your district or your town or your county. It is up and
ri ght now.

Now, | understand that it doesn't -- it has the 91
districts onit. It doesn't have the census stuff. It won't

have that until next year. The building block that we're going

to use for the census this time is the precinct, the JP

bl ocks is the ones we're going to use. Last tinme they used
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townshi ps. The Census Bureau has -- will give us the nunbers

JP precinct nunbers when we get them

We estimate that this tine there will be about 25,000

in each house district and about 72,000 plus in each senate
district. Last time it was roughly 23,000 for a house and
67,000 for the senate. And so you can see if you -- if your

particular district has grown by, you know, 2,000 sonething

peopl e or nore, sone changes will have to be made. Precincts
will have to be taken out and given to sonebody else. And if
there's been enough growth, which -- you know, we -- |'ve

to Senator Bi sbee about this, and we've tal ked about this

before. There may new House districts and new Senate

If y'all gain, sonebody has to | ose.

And so that's kind of the process. W will start with

91 lines and take those lines, plug the nunbers in, and see
where the changes have to be nade. It's just too difficult to
start froma blank page. So we'll start with the 91 |ines and
go fromthere. The board hasn't actually sat down and deci ded
all the criteria they're going to look at. That hasn't been
deci ded yet. There are sonme things that the Suprene Court has

said are a given, that you have to look at. W will certainly
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take that into consideration, but what -- but the things the
board is actually going to look at in drawing this, they've not
deci ded yet. That will probably cone next year. This software
will also be available to the House and Senate to draw the
congressional district |ines.

After the Board of Apportionment is finished, through

nmeans, it will be available to the counties to draw JP
and/or to the schools, |I"'mtold, to draw school district
boundaries, if they need to. So it will be avail able probably

about four places in the state, so your county could go, and

will be here at Fayetteville at the CAST -- Central Arkansas

Speci al Technol ogy Center -- to actually use the conputer to
draw your JP districts, |I'mtold.
Ckay. |If you have any questions as the process goes on

bet ween now and next April or now and next July, you can

6
any of us. You can contact Ron Sheffield at that main office.
What's that nunmber? 682-4592 is Ron Sheffield s nunber, and
that's the main redistricting office in Little Rock. But you
can e-mail any of us. You can call any of us. Any comnments or
guestions or concerns you want to pass on, will certainly be
passed on to the full board. And that's the reason we're here

with a court reporter today to get your conments on record so
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the board can hear them and see them

kay. | guess Timand | can kind of serve as the
noderators, so we'll throw it open for questions or comrents.
If you just want to state something, if you want to ask a
question, or tell us sonmething you like or don't |ike about the
91 that you want changed, or whatever. Senator Bisbee.

SENATOR BI SBEE: Butch, you said sonething that
really concerns me. You said you were going to use the current
JP districts as the building bl ocks?

MR, REEVES: Precincts.

MR. HUMPHRI ES: The precincts, as they were
reported to the state data center who reported themto the
census of 2000.

SENATOR BI SBEE: Ckay. You're going to use
precincts, not JPs?

MR CRANE: That's correct.

MR, REEVES:. Sorry.

SENATOR BI SBEE: Ckay. Thank you.

7
MR. REEVES: Yes. They were reported to the data

center at UALR, and that was reported to the Census Bureau

last tine we didn't get themthat way, but that's the way we're
going to get themthis tine. Sorry. Senator Brown.

SENATOR BROWN:  Yeah, just a clarifying question
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You said there'll be public hearings next sumer. You're
wor ki ng on preparing a draft that's shared with the board. |Is
it shared with anyone else -- in particular, legislators --
before it noves to that public arena? O is it held within the
board while it's bei ng devel oped.

MR, HUMPHRI ES: We haven't really established a
procedure for that yet. It was sort of informally shared with
| egislators in '91.

SENATOR BROWN:  Yeah. | suspect a |ot of

fromthat group.

MR. HUMPHRIES: Right. And there's no formal
procedure yet. We're hoping that everything will be avail abl e
on the Internet. W' re hoping that, you know, before we go out
in this next round of hearings, that maps like this wll
probably be available in the state capital for people to see.

SENATCOR BROWN: But there can be an informal
process. There's nothing in your rules that says that --

MR, HUMPHRI ES:  No.

SENATOR BROWN:  -- information remains

confidential or something until the board reviews it as a

8
MR, HUMPHRI ES: Yeah, as soon as we get a draft

and before we start the next hearings, | suspect anybody who
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wants to -- like | say, it will be on the Internet, so |I think
anybody who wants to will be able to look at it and conment on
it.

SENATOR BROMWN: | guess ny coment is that's

but it kind of becones available publicly at the same time for
everyone, but if there's kind of an inside group that gets to

work with it and nove it around before it becomes public,

alittle different question but..
SENATOR BI SBEE: Well, Butch, I'lIl go now if
nobody el se is junmping up and sayi ng anyt hi ng.

The concerns we have fromwhere we're at right now, from
the | ast census, fromthe last redistricting, and particularly
in the house seats, every house seat in the third congressiona
district is between four and five percent over the optinmum

nunber. \Which, basically, shorted western Arkansas at | east

representative seat.

| understand why sonme of that happens because you

i ncumbenci es, and you -- you nmade the comment that you were

going to start with the existing districts. That really

concerns ne because | -- | think between Benton and Washi ngton
County, we will probably gain -- we have enough popul ation
growmh to gain three representative seats. | think the two

counties are going to come out 300,000, and at 25, 000 api ece,
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that's eight seats, and I think right now we've got five

There's no way you can start with the existing seats. You

and if you start in southeast Arkansas with existing seats and

wor k your way to northwest Arkansas, the same thing is going

happen again. And | think nost of the fol ks here are | ooking
for sone reassurance that that's not what's going to happen
MR REEVES: We've tal ked about that before. The

reason sout heast Arkansas was started, because there was a

mandate to do so. W don't have that court mandate this tine.
So where we actually start will have to be something the board
will have to decide, and that hasn't been decided yet. Every

pl ace we've been wants us to start with their county.

says, "Start here and go out fromthere," you know. But we
understand that. W wll take all that into consideration.
can't tell you exactly the criteria the board' s going to use
because they haven't nade that determ nation yet.

| don't know any other way. | nean, to erase the lines
and start fromscratch would be very, very difficult. So |
under stand your concern about the districts being up here, but
novi ng the lines that already exist is nuch easier than placing

the Iines down on a blank page. And that's -- so that's al

really saying. |'mnot saying we're not going to take that

consi der ati on.

SENATOR BI SBEE: Wl |, however you choose to do
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MR. REEVES: Right. Because the variance
statew de, according to the U S. Suprene Court which says this

is what the Constitution says, 10 percent variance statew de

| egi sl ati ve House and Senate districts. Now, that doesn't mean
if it's less than 10 percent that's not chall engeable. That

doesn't nean that at all. O that if it's nore than 10

that's not challengeable -- that's automatically chall engeabl e,
overruled either. And what that means is, if we count all the
Senate and House districts, the variance between the popul ation
bet ween, say, House district one and House district a hundred,
all 100 districts has to be within the 10 percent variance
range. That's what that means. And we have -- we're going to
do the best we can to work within that.

Now, that's been the leeway in the times past, and so

we're certainly going to take that into consideration when

t hat .

SENATOR BI SBEE: Wl |, Butch, the things we woul d
ask you to do, though, is historically | ook what's been
happeni ng in Benton and Washi ngton County. If we are at zero,

if we're at the opti num nunber, at the tine that you
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by the time we el ect sonebody, just in 2002, they w |l already
be past the five percent over.

My district -- the senate district | represent right now
i s supposed to have 68,500 people in it. 1've got something

over 92,000 people I'mrepresenting. W're not getting our

11
goal. Senator Brown is the sane, 68,500 is approaching or

passing a 100,000 in his district. We woul d like to think

the board would realize that that's going on and at |east nake
some attenpt to keep us on the low side going in so that as we
cone out in 2010, that we're not as grossly unrepresented as we
are now. W' re underrepresented.

MR, REEVES: | can tell you, fromny vi ewoint,

will do the best we can to honor that request. | can't promni se

it because I'mnot a voting board nenber. There's only three

t hem
SENATOR BI SBEE: Well, but | assunme that we're
bei ng recorded.

MR. REEVES: Yes, you are. Yes, you are. And

board needs to hear that.
SENATOR BI SBEE: But the other -- the other

guestion that |I'm asked or have been asked in the past by
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Attorney General Pryor that | would like to get on record is

response from | think, the vast majority of folks in here, and
if sonebody's different, I'msure they' |l stand up and correct
me, but we were asked do we carry across county lines.
Evidently, in some parts of the state that's a big issue
where people don't want to cross county lines. |In a vast
majority of us that were present at that neeting said we

consi der the Benton and Washi ngton County line, basically, to

invisible, that that's part of Northwest Arkansas. But we

12
like to try not to cross the county line down into Fort Smith.

O, you know, we really don't want to cross the county |ine

to Harrison, if that point will be well taken.

MR, REEVES: Right. Next question

MR. CHARLES AGEE: Hello. M name is Charles
Agee, and I'mfromPrairie G ove.

And as a followup on the senator's coments here or
questions, if you will, would it be possible for the board to
give us paraneters prior to their starting this? For exanple,
we will have 25,000 in the house, give or take a percentage, or

a nunber. And if do you that, then it gives the public a

to comment on those paraneters -- statistical paranmeters --
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prior to the tine that the boundaries are drawn to say this is
statistically possible or statistically inmpossible.

The sane way, to follow up with the senator here, talking
about the growh, why is it not -- or would it be or could we
request that you look at the fastest growi ng areas, and if you
have a paraneter of five percent or ten percent, take those
fastest growi ng statistical areas which are very obvious if you
| ook at your web site fromjust the '98 -- '98 to '99 in the

other districts and put themon the | ow side. For exanple,

they will have the smallest nunber of people in those areas you
give the greatest strength, as the senator had said.
So it appears that if -- it would appear nore fair to us

if you guys would ask the board to ahead of tine define the

13
parameters so we're not fighting separate issues at sone tine
down the road. So we'd |look at statistical issues before you
start your work, we | ook at the results fromthat point.

MR HUMPHRIES: It's this group that needs to ask
the board to do that, and you' ve just done that. This is al
bei ng taken down by the court reporter, and this is all being
duly reported to the board. The board will neet again. It's
met once to sort of kick this hearing process off. And the
board will neet again sonetine prior to our getting the nunbers

in March to discuss those types of issues. And we don't know
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the exact time of that neeting yet, but it will be well
publicized, and we urge you to not only use this forum but to
al so use our web site, our coments section on the web site,
that we just gave you the address of earlier, and also all of
our phone nunbers and all of our nail addresses are there, too.

So, you know, | think that you guys -- in essence, you
have asked the board to do that, and that's going to be duly
passed al ong.

MR, LUCAS ROEBUCK: M nane is Lucas Roebuck.

with the Benton County Daily Record.
My first question -- | have two questions. M first

question is | was wondering if in your opinion if it's |lega

the board to consider future growth for redistricting |ines,

if they did actually state that was the reason they drew

district lines as they did, would that be chall engeable in

14
court?
MR. REEVES: Tim s been through nore than one of
these redistricting and so I'lIl let himanswer that question
MR HUWMPHRIES: Wth regard to the second part of
your question, would it challengeable in court, all | can say

every one of these things since the Constitution passed in 1874

has been challenged in court, so, yeah, that could be
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chal | engeable in court. But | don't know of anything that's --
any legal rule that says that the board can't take sonething
i ke that into consideration

MR. ROEBUCK: My second question, and | may be
ignorant on this fact, but has the board or do they plan to
state a goal to get as close to zero variance as possible on
districts? Is that -- have they said that's one of their
objectives, to try to be as fair as possible.

MR. HUMPHRI ES: The board hasn't addressed any
kind of issues like that yet. The only issues that the board
has addressed so far is the issue of date, time, and place of

t hese hearings that we're having, so -- and the purpose of

hearings is to find out people's concerns about issues |ike

that, which are being -- going to be reported back to the

So at the current tine, no, the board has not discussed that

obvi ously, not taken any position.
MR. REEVES: Tim what was the variance in '90?

Do you renenber.

15

MR. HUMPHRI ES: The variance was right at -- |

know t his exactly once, but it was right at nine percent. It

was between nine and ten percent. Four plus percent on the
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side and four plus percent on the | ow side.

MS. SHI RLEY BORHAUER:  Shirl ey Borhauer. My
district is District 4, and I'm sure that everybody who is here
is more concerned about this district. |If you ook at this
report, it |ooks like a salamander. It dips in Benton County,
Carroll County, and Washi ngton County, and there are people out
there in Carroll County who have different concerns than the
ones up here in Benton County, and that's really a spread out

kind of a district. | would hope that you would really

condensing that a little bit. Thank you.

MR, HUMPHRIES: | would say in response to that,
that a | ot of those kind of things are deterni ned about where
t he population is. | nean, you' ve got to -- you've got to find
the folks. If you'll notice, -- well you can't see all of

District 24 there, but you can see it on the big map over

and that's shaped like the giant district. And it is
geogr aphi cal l y, because nobody lives in that area.
Yes, sir.
MR PHILIP TALDO M nane is Philip Taldo from
Springdale, and I'd just like to nake a coupl e of observations.
Nunber one is that Springdal e and Fayetteville are presently in

the sanme district, and whenever we do redraw the senatoria

16
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district, and whenever we do redraw the lines, | think that the
folks -- the citizens in Rogers and in Springdale would be
better served if the district were drawn east and west rather
than take north and south, taking in parts of Rogers and parts
of Springdal e.

I think that -- at least for nyself, |I feel like that the
people in Springdale would like to have their representatives,
their senators, and people in Rogers would Iike to have theirs.

O course, it would extend however far east and west from

The second observation | would |like to make is that

Springdal e school system has grown this year al one 700

You know, you can multiply that probably by 2.5 if you want to
just see what in our school district -- which I know you're not
dealing with school districts, but it's just an indication of
what the growmh is in our area. Qur school district has cone
out and said they're going to have to build one new school a
year for the next 10 years to keep up with the growth. | think
that translates into a lot nore folks to have representation
and | sure hope that you take a | ook at those other grid row
nunbers whenever you're maki ng your decisions and draw ng your
lines and -- because | think that that is a good indication of
where we're going and where we' ve been

MR. HUMPHRI ES: Thank you.

MS. MARY SLINKARD: | think, Tim you may know

what |'m about to address but | do have some concerns -- |'m
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Mary Slinkard, County Clerk. | do have some concerns about our
current boundaries because of the way that they were districted
before, that we have a imaginary lines in our township
boundari es. Those do not foll ow a conmmon boundary.
As | understand it, the census numbers will come out by
those little track numbers. |Is that right?

MR. HUMPHRI ES: Yes. Right.

MS. SLINKARD: GCkay. And if you have a boundary
that has an imaginary line, you can't really get good figures
within those imaginary lines as you could with if you have
physi cal boundaries. And it does nmake a difference about the

district, howthey're districted, if you have to go by

boundari es.

I f somehow we coul d address about changi ng those township
boundari es by a physical boundary, it would then make and
correspond with census nunbers as they cone out. |f that could
be -- because we just went through a nightmare of an el ection
about where the districts are and what district people bel ong,
and then that way the el ection conmi ssion can draw their
preci nct boundaries and do redistricting of JP boundaries in
t hat manner.

And | woul d just request that somehow we be able to

t hose townshi p boundaries to the actual physical boundaries

peopl e coul d under st and.

MR HUMPHRIES: It's sonething that needs to be
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addressed in each county and can be addressed now by each

court. The county court has the ability to alter township
boundaries. Unfortunately, there's nothing we can do about it

now. | nmean, it's sonmething that's going to be -- that you

to do for the next decade census. |If you did it now, if you
change t hose townshi p boundaries now, since we're going to use
precincts as our basic building blocks, and since usually

precinct lines are on township lines -- right? Then we're

to be struck with that through the whol e next decade.
We tal ked about this a little bit yesterday anbngst the
group, and we tal ked about it on the way up. It's just
somet hing that you're going to have to --
MS. SLINKARD: So we're stuck with it for another
10 years?

MR HUWMPHRIES: Right. It's just sonething

going to have to stick in a tine capsule sonewhere, and in 10
years -- yeah, hope -- because this tinme the census nade a big
push to get counties to put their precinct |lines on physica
features. And to the extent they could, | think nost people
did. But where your precinct line is also a township |ine

that's out on a section |line somewhere, then, like | say, it's
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too late to get anything done about it this tine.
MS. SLINKARD: It's going to be another 10 years
before --

MR HUMPHRIES: It's going to be another 10

19
but let's remenber to get that done 10 years down the road.
MR, DAVI D MATTHEWS: Thank you, Tim Butch
Larry, Ron. W want to thank you for agreeing to conduct this
hearing in Rogers as a representative area for all of Northwest
Arkansas. M nane is David Matthews, and |'mhere to speak to

you today in a three-fold capacity. First as a | awer;

as a Denocrat, which may single me out in this room and,
thirdly, as a parent.

| want to talk to you first about ny role as a |l ega
representative. | have been engaged by the five area Chanbers
of Commrerce for this Northwest Arkansas area to participate, to
observe, and to give advice, to take whatever |egal steps are
necessary, to insure that this representation decision is nade
in a manner that is constitutionally fair

Now, that can take one of two ways, Tim You know, it

be in arole as plaintiff. It could equally be in the role as
am cus curie on behalf of this board. |If you-all followthe

nunbers as we believe themto be, we don't think that there
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be any difficulty. W don't think you'll have to have a

here. W all are pretty snart, and we know how to cast

and we know where the nunmbers lie. And as a result of that, we
believe that if you-all -- if the census figures bear it out,
and Ron was quick to point that out -- that if the census
figures bear out what we know intuitively to be true, that ours

is the area of Arkansas that has had the hi ghest percentage of

20
gr owt h.

In fact, I'mfrom Lowell, which has the distinction of
being the fastest growing city in Arkansas, and it's the third
fastest growing city in the United States of Anerica over the
last five years. W know that we've grown. Heck, just trying

to find a parking place teaches us all that. So we believe

if you follow those nunbers that you will cone up with a plan
that fairly represents us. And we will be there. W want you
to know that. We will be there to help you defend that
posi tion.

We acknow edge that in tines past, perhaps we have been
nore conpl acent than we ought to have been about this. But we

realize that the determ nation of who our representatives are

i mportant, but perhaps not as inportant as whether or not we
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have representatives at all. And so we urge you to follow

nunbers.
We know as Philip Taldo's tal ked about in Springdale, we

know that in every school district in Northwest Arkansas we

seen an explosion of growh. In Rogers alone, we have built a
new school every year for the last 10 years. And we have every
reason to believe, based upon the best infornation that's

avail abl e, that that growmh will continue to increase. In

there are sone in this room-- Charles Reeves cones to mnd --

who have been preaching for several years, "You ain't seen

nothing yet." And so one of the things | want to urge you to
21

do, when you do use the census nunbers is -- and you are

to nove within that 10 percent range -- please, please, please,

deal with Northwest Arkansas on the |ow end. G ve us the

room because we know to a certainty we're going to continue to
grow. We're as sure of that as the sun is going to cone up
tomorrow. And we've asked that you take that into

consi derati on.

The other thing |I think that you nmust consider as you

this, and the census figures will bear that out, we may very

wel I have a very high concentration of minority individuals in
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this area that nust be factored in as well. | know that you

have to deal with minority questions in other parts of

In the Rogers school system | happen to know about those
statistics, Butch, and you know how. We've been five weeks
together in Little Rock fussing over this. But we know in
Rogers that 21 and a half percent of our students now are

Hi spanic. Twenty-one and a half percent. W have every reason
to believe that the population of all of Benton and WAshi ngton
County is probably 15 percent or greater Hispanic.

So to the extent that you have to deal with other

concentrations, we ask you, we urge you, we insist, that you
take that into consideration here as well

Now | want to talk you as a Denocrat, because | want to

ahead and get out on that this is your second or third public

hearing. | want to get out on the table what we tal k about in

22
the coffee shops here, and that is a fear, frankly, that this
reapportionment board is made up of one Republican and two
Denocrats, and you don't have to be a rocket scientist, as they

say, to look at the election results and know how el ecti ons

been going in Benton County in recent years, and to sonme extent

i n Washi ngt on County.
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I want to assure you, those of you that represent Genera
Pryor and Secretary Priest, the Denpcrats in Benton County and
i n Washi ngton County woul d rather have a Republican
representative than have no representative. And the situation
that we find ourselves in nowis, if you-all fall prey to the
urging of some to play partisan politics, then what you will do
i s disenfranchise a significant part of the popul ati on of

Arkansas. And to put it in a blunt term that is not

to Denocrats or to Republicans. And so we urge you to put

t hat partisanship.

You know, one of the things you've got to realize is, up
here, nmuch is made of the high concentration of Republicans.
The truth is, if you take all the Republicans out, the Denocrat

vote that's left would rank us in the top ten of the counties

the Denocrat votes in the state of Arkansas. W need to be, we
deserve to be, and we demand to be represented in our
| egi sl ative reapportionnent.

And, finally, | want to talk to you as a parent. Like

everybody here, for the |ast week, we have seen our country

23
gripped, really, by this National debate, this partisan
wangling, if you will, this overriding concern, | think that

all of us have as to whether or not our vote nmeans anyt hing,
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whet her or not it counts, whether or not the political process
is one that we really ought to participate in. | have an
11-year-old daughter. She watches the news every day. She is
wat ching to see whether or not as she grows, that her vote wll
mean anyt hi ng.

And | want to say again, when you-all nake the
determ nati on as to how we apportion the legislative seats for

this state, it's very inportant that all of us be able to say

our children, "Your vote counts. You're not just getting swept
away in a partisan dispute; you're not getting -- you're not
getting thrust in with a great throng of people who are
underrepresented.” Enfranchisenent is not a partisan issue.
It's a Constitutional right. And we ask you to take that into
consi der ati on.

And | have a question for you. As you can tell by this
group, we are keenly interested in this issue. Mch nore than
we' ve ever been, in the future. W are willing, if necessary,
to attend each of the remaining forums that you have in the
State of Arkansas, if that -- if that will be a benefit to you
for our group to be represented there, we'll conme. |I|f we need
to |l oad up buses and park outside the Capitol when you're

neeting, we'll do that. Just tell us what you need fromus to

24

hel p you justify a decision to give us the fair nunber of
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senators and representatives, and we'll do it. W'IIl go any
di stance, bear any cost. Tell us what we need to do.

MR, HUWPHRIES: We're in Magnolia tonorrow and
Hel ena on Thur sday.

MR, MATTHEWS: WII it be of benefit to you to
hear this same speech 15 tines?

MR HUMPHRIES: | think we can pass it on to
them We've got it, David.

MR. REEVES: | can assure you, the people in the
ot her places we've been, they've heard the cry long and hard
from Nort hwest Arkansas. They repeat your cry to us when we go
to Mountain Hone, to wherever. W' ve already heard what you're
going to say. And they tell us. They know that's what you're
going to say. So they understand that. They understand that.
| don't knowif they like it, but they understand it.

MR NMATTHEWS: | understand. Then I'Il end with
this. 1It's sonething ny grandma told me. "Right's right, and
it never hurt anybody." Thank you.

MR, HUMPHRI ES: | would, again, point out our web
site has a coment section on it, and we encourage you to use
that and also to tel ephone and snail mail. Yes, sir

MR, LEVI PHILLIPS: M. Levi Phillips from

County.

First of all, I would like to say that |I'mfrom Arkansas,
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and proud of that. |'mproud to be from Northwest Arkansas.
The thing | would like for the board to also | ook into, we know
-- by being in Northwest Arkansas we know the trenendous anount
of growth that we've had. Especially in Benton and Washi ngt on
County. And the point | would |like to nmake for the board and
for other people to ook at, we're froma smaller county -- as
we all know, from Carroll County -- and we'd like to -- from
Carroll County and | would say Madi son, Newt on, and the other
snmal l er counties -- we would |like to request that we not be
chopped up to make the nunbers fit for Benton and Washi ngton
County.

I mean, | agree with everybody here, the growth is going

crazy up here. W need to be on the |ow side, and those

with what we got in snaller counties can put us -- and |et
Bent on and Washi ngton County be on the | ow side of the grow h,
because they're going to continue to grow, and they're going to
hel p our state. | mean, the tax base and stuff in Northwest
Arkansas. So | think that's -- would be one of ny requests to
sitting on the Election Comm ssion also would be to really,
really look. |It's a conplete disaster when we -- on the

El ecti on Conmi ssi on when we go through towns and townshi ps,

t hough the census is taken that way, because naybe possibly we

on the El ection Comri ssions in some of these smmller counties

counties didn't do our job 10 years ago to get our stuff right,

what you say, but when we divide down a street, it |eaves the
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El ection Conmi ssion with their hands up saying, "Does this

person live here?" And so and so forth.

Those are a couple of concerns | would like to see that -

take interest in some of the smaller counties and not |ob off a

township that's got 300 just to nake the variance there.

MR, HUWPHRI ES: kay. Thank you. Anybody el se?

We night be home by seven o' clock. W appreciate you comni ng

out .

Use the web site.

(Wherein the hearing was adjourned.)
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CERTI FI CATE

I, CYNTH A A DONALD, a Certified Court

and Notary Public in and for the County of Washi ngton, State of
Arkansas, do hereby certify:

That said hearing was reported at the tine and pl ace
therein stated by ne and thereafter transcribed.

| further certify that | amnot interested in the outcone
of said action, nor connected with nor related to any of the
parties in said action or their respective counsel

IN WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and

af fixed nmy seal of office this 24th day of Novenber, 2000.

NOTARY PUBLI C
In and for the County of Wshington
State of Arkansas

My Conmi ssion Expires:

Novenber 5, 2009
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